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TOWN OF BENNETT            
EIGHTH ANNUAL CITIZEN SURVEY

Dear Bennett Resident,

The year 2003 has shown continuing changes along the I-70 corridor.  We are experiencing tremendous growth pressures and changes.  The Town Board continues to address the issues related to the local economy, the changes that growth brings, and community facilities and services.  For the Board’s planning effort to be a success, we rely on your input – for this must truly be your plan for the future of your town and community.  This survey is one means for the Town Board to better understand the wishes and concerns of the citizens of Bennett for setting goals and forming policies.

Please pass along the second copy of this survey to another adult member of your household.  Take some time to think about and to complete the questions in this four-page survey.  Then drop the surveys in the collection box at the Town Hall, 355 4th Street, or return them in the enclosed envelope by Friday, February 13, 2004.

With the Town, its citizens, its neighbors, and its businesses working together, we can continue to build a successful community.  Thank you for your interest and participation.

Bennett Town Board of Trustees

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________                             ______

1. What do you think should be the most important concerns for the Planning Commission and for the Town Board as they consider new land development proposals?  (check up to three) 

a.
Code Enforcement
____

b. 
Economy / tax base
____

c. 
Local jobs
____

d. 
Parks / open space
____

e. 
Police services
____

f. 
Quality of new land development
____

g.
Rate of growth
____

h. 
Sewer services
____

i. 
School facilities
____

j. 
Small town character
____

k. 
Streets
____

l.
Taxes
____

m. 
Water quality
____

n. 
Water supply
____

o. 
Youth activities
____

p. 
Other _______
____

2. Which of the following statements most closely reflects your feeling about community growth?

a. Bennett should resist change and try to stay small.
____

b. Bennett should plan for a moderate rate of growth.
____

c. Bennett should actively encourage more growth.
____

d. The Town should not be involved in planning for growth.____

3. If you answered "b" to the last question, please explain what "moderate" growth means to you.

4. On a scale of 1 to 10 (1=low   10=high), how would you rate Bennett as a place to live?  


5. What is Bennett's greatest strength?  










6. What is Bennett's greatest weakness?










7. How would you finish this sentence?  “In fifteen years, if we are successful, Bennett will be a place where...”














8. What additional or improved recreation opportunities does Bennett need?  (Check up to three)

a. 
Ball fields
____

b. 
BMX bicycling____

c. 
Bowling
____

d. 
Golf course
____

e. 
Gym
____

f. 
Ice skating
____

g. 
Indoor swimming
____

h. 
Movie theater
____

i. 
Parks
____

j. 
Recreation center
____

k. 
Skate boarding
____

l. 
Skating rink
____

m.
Snow sledding




n.
Soccer fields 



o. 
Tennis




p. 
Trails / bike paths



q. 
Other (specify)




r. 
None




9. Would you be in favor of preserving the original business section along 

Colfax and Palmer Avenues as an historic “Old Town” district?  
       Yes_____  No_____  Unsure_____

10. About you:
a. Your Age:________
b. Sex:  M_____       F______


c. Your Occupation:  










d. If employed, how many miles (one way) do you commute?_______


e. How many people live in your household?_______




f. How many years have you lived in Bennett?_______




g. Do you own or rent your home?
     Own_____       Rent_____




h. Your type of residence (check one): 







House____

Duplex
____

Apartment____

     
Townhouse/condo____
Mobile home____
Other____


11.  In 2004, the Town will be working with local citizens, Adams County, Arapahoe County, and others to prepare a master plan for Bennett’s future.  The Plan will guide public policy decisions about growth and development, and set priorities for community improvements and for the local economy.  How can the Town best gather input from Bennett citizens in this important project?

12. Please check the answer that most closely indicates your feeling about the current quality of each of the following services.

Excellent
Satisfactory
Some Need for Improvement
Considerable Need for Improvement
No Opinion
a. Town Government










b. Street Maintenance










c. Snow Removal










d. Parks and Recreation









e. Law Enforcement










f. Community Planning









g. Electric Service










h. Telephone Service










i. Cable Television










j. Water Supply










k. Water Quality










l. Sewer Service










m. Storm Drainage










n. Street Lighting










o. Library











p. Animal Control










q. Weed Control










13. In the space below or on a separate sheet of paper please share your thoughts on those items to which you answered "Considerable Need for Improvement." 

14. Do you feel that you are adequately informed 

about the activities of your Town government?



Yes_____   No_____

15. Do you feel that you understand what other citizens think

Yes_____   No_____

about important public matters?

16.  
a.  Do you read the Town's bi-monthly newsletter, Our Town ?  
     Yes_____ No_____

b.  What ideas do you have for improving Our Town newsletter?
c.  Have you visited the Town’s website at www.townofbennett.org?  Yes ____  No _____

d. What ideas do you have for improving the website?

17. The Town is concerned about the retail sales that are lost to other communities.  Local sales produce local jobs and keep tax dollars in the community.  Which of the following statements reflect your personal shopping habits?  (Check all that apply to you.)


a. I make as many of my purchases as possible in Bennett.



____


b. I do most of my shopping in the Denver area on my way to or from work there.
____


c. I would like to shop more in Bennett, but can't because of the lack of selection.
____


d. I would like to shop more in Bennett, but I don't because of the prices.

____

e. What would you like to see in Bennett businesses that would encourage you to make significantly more of your purchases here?  (List your ideas in the space below.)

18. Please use the space below or additional paper to share any thoughts you may have for the Town Board on the issues covered in this survey or on other matters of community interest.

19. What suggestions do you have to improve this survey?  (Use additional paper if necessary.)

20. Would you like to become more involved in your community 

by participating in a Town committee or work group?

Yes_____     No_____

Please check any of the following volunteer opportunities if you would like information:

Historic preservation
____

Beautification

____

Community planning
____

Recreation

____

Economic development
____

Water conservation
____

Code enforcement
____

Other


____

Your Name:___________________________
Your Address:________________________

Your Phone Numbers: (home)______________________   (work)________________________

Thank you for your continued interest in a successful future for Bennett.  Survey results will be published in the near future.  Call the Town Hall at 303-644-3249 if you have any questions.  
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